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of victory. There was no common enemy in the Near
East, and there remained only the debris of dead systems,
out of which much of value might be extracted. They
found the British already in possession. They were
determined not to be jockeyed out. For two centuries
or more the British and the French had been rivals. In
the face of a common foe, for a brief period, they had
combined to crush the upstart Germany, and then in
1918 they took up again their ancient quarrel where they
had laid it down in 1913. In the Near East the Great
War, which was to have been an ending, became no
more than a brief interlude in the long struggle between
the rivals for the hegemony of Turkey.
Within a week of the signing of the Armistice the
French were issuing nationalization papers to enemy
subjects who possessed business or property interests
in Turkey, and so endeavoured to annex the trade.
Monsieur de France, the High Commissioner, and
Franchet d'Esperey, the Allied General Officer
Commanding-in-Chief, were openly anti-British. They
assisted the enemy. Thus the Allied High Com-
missioners refused passports to the family of Enver
Pasha. The French supplied them. The High Com-
missioners ordered the arrest of Djavid the Salonika
Jew, the Minister of Finance to the Committee of Union
and Progress. The French smuggled him into France.
In May 1919, French officers spoke at public meetings
against the Greek landing in Smyrna and encouraged
Turkish resistance. As early as June 1919, M. Pichon
was in private correspondence with the Prince Heritier,
and had promised him assistance to gain Turkish aspira-